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PERRY COUNTY COURTHOUSE 


PINCKNEYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


President--Lyndon B. Johnson 
Johnson City, Texas’ 
Elected 1964 


Vice President--Hubert H. Humphrey 
Minnesota--Elected 1964 


Tnelgate Cabinet 


Cabinet officers are appointed by the President 
with consent of the Senate. 


Secretary of State -- 
Dean Rusk, New York 


Secretary of the Treasury -- 
Henry W. Fowler 


Secretary of Defense -- ; 
Robert S. McNamara, Michigan 


Attorney General -- 
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, ‘[linois ti 


' Postmaster General -- 
Lawrence F, O’Brien 


Secretary of the Interior -- 
Stewart L. Udall, Arizona 


Secretary of Agriculture -- 
Orville Freeman, Minnesota 


Secretary of Commerce -- 
John T. Connor, Washington, D.C. 


Secretary of Labor -- 
W. Willard Wirtz, Illinois 


Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare -- 
Anthony J. Celebrezze, Ohio 
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PERRY COUNTY 
WELFARE SERVICE COMMITTEE 


Term Expires 


Ivan Heape, Chairman..<.««.«.« i mw « 6 L968 
Mrs. Ann Pepple:. 2. 2 2 a eee ewes 1967 
Jack ROséndahl....65. cen eee enews 1967 
Alice Chambers: ; i.e 6% «tae eE EES S 1967 
Gharies A. MONtOnye «26s size «ee eae 1968 
Witt. Av, JARECKO, Jie. a aw ew oe 6 8 ee 1968 
Robert Phipps 5 sia <%ee eevee tbe 1968 
James: "WOOISEY’ 2 6c 3 a BR Ho Se em ow 1968 
DDURIE) IPRA toy ov a WR par vwities Gar vor ey on oy Ge 1968 
Dean R. Hammack. «ss uw meee se oe ws 4 1969 
Phillip iGreen ssseeeannniseskls awe 1969 
Barhey West: = é 2 <0 30 6 = iy yal val Var EOy Sah 1969 
Ex-Officio Members - 

Robert :Gandy » ku ws as sy ow SR 1968 

Glenn. IMEICIUIS, teh sara acer pec e Be a8 Gel an fo 1966 


General Assistance 
PERRY CO. RELIEF OFFICE 


Herschel Grats. « 2. « « -..-.. . -Administrator 


Illinois Dept. of Public Aid 
PERRY CO. ORGANIZATION 


H. Wayne Hamburger ....... . County Supt. 


T. B. CARE AND PREVENTION 


Term Expires 


Dr. J. A. Mathis, President. .... ces = = E968 
Lloyd Lodge, Ist Vice President....... 1969 
Dr. Gene Stotlar, 2nd Vice President... . 1968 
Frank W. Keith, Secretary ......2+.ee-. 1967 


BOW WHIPS) ids ist se es eee: wy as One, 00, Vw 9a ad ce. Go 


FEDERAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 


Term Expires 


Bob Clark, Chairman..... ee ee ee 1967 
Dean Bartle, Vice Chairman......... 1969 
Walter Clark 24.26 6% wc mes Executive Director 
Committee: 
Harry Abél ccace geese bce ee & & 1968 
Virgil Davis. «6 wm oe oe OE ww 1969 
Jobn Rednourt «2a es eee es 5 sew ww 1970 


SELECTIVE SERVICE BOARD 


Mrs. Frances McKinstry .......-. Secretary 

Allan. ROuntree: «4 a, ~ jw tie wi we etter o Chairman 

Members .... Forrest Gladson Lyle Brown 
Bob Bartle Vacant 


PERRY COUNTY POSTMASTERS 


PHHCKNEYVINE . oe nw Ew Woodrow Herrmany 
DDG: QUOT: 2. 6 is.) vw ce: to I 0) i ah sy we Robert Miller 
Tamlarod sees cawehwn we Melvin Miller 
Chtlef 2.6.2 aS =e SS Me Fas ew, Boe John Pugh 
WAILGSVES: ay oi eines eo ee ew Calvin Bradley 
Swanwick . .. «6 6 @ em wos . Mildred Quigley 
NEV/SPAPERS OF COUNTY 
Du Quoin Evening Gall «ssss0 esse Du Quoin 
The DEMGErat wo 6 2 ie te ie we i i © Pinckneyville 
Perry County Advocate.......-. Pinckneyville 


BANKS IN PERRY COUNTY 


Du Quoin National Bank 
Du Quoin State Bank 
First National Bank - Pinckneyville 
Murphy-Wall State Bank & Trust Co.-Pinckneyville 
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PERRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU 


President < «9 «3% ss «+ « . Harold Rice, Du Quoin 


FARM BUREAU STAFF: 


Sec’y. of Organization-Winton Bigham, Pinckneyville 
Insurance Agency Mgr.-Robt. Hargan, Pinckneyvilie 


PERRY COUNTY EXTENSION SERVICE 
University of Illinois 


Farm Adviser - Richard Howell, Pinckneyville 
Home Adviser - Jeanette Dickey, Pinckneyville 


AGRICULTURE STABILIZATION 
AND CONSERVATION SERVICES 


Robert Lumnemann «we @ have sacs Manager 
FOS NMECION 5 e. 5 -e, Re Bs Ke ced wt GM) Bw ne 2 ve Chairman 


SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 


Ray WMCKGINES sc es se we we ke Manager 
Jerny Gatesia gs asue nec a cde axa Chairman 


MAJOR INDUSTRY IN PERRY COUNTY 


Du Quoin 
P. R. Mallory & Co. Inc. Coca Cola Bottling Co. 
Turco Mfg. Co. Du Quoin Packing Co. 
Country Set Inc. Phelpps Dodge 
Pepsi Cola Bottling Co. 


Pinckneyville 
Decca Records 


U. S. Gypsum Co. 
Forest City Mfg. 


Penick & Ford Ltd. 


Truax Traer Coal Co. 
United Electric Coal Co. 
Southwestern [llinois Coal Corp. 


Coal Industry 


Perry County can boast three coal mines that at 
present employ approximately 440 men. These indus- 
trial giants pour a little over $3,700,000.00 annually 
into the economy of the county and fringe areas. 
Their combined average production in 1966 will be 
close to 5,000,000 tons. The mines are the Truax- 
Traer Coal Company, United Electric Coal Com- 
pany and the Southwestern Illinois Coal Corporation. 
During the months of May and June, they lead th 
state in coal production. , 


GREATER EGYPT 
PLANNING COMMISSION 


Glenn R. Martin. ....-. eee ee eS SH Du Quoin 
Dr. Allen Y..Baker's « 0 0 a oe ee ss Pinckneyville 
James Woolsey... ---2e-eee-+--s - - - DuQuoin 


Harry V. Abel... 6s 0 8 6s 6 eo © «© » » Du Quoin 


ee) 


EF a TPS a aT eS 


=e 


Ey 


COUNTY BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 


Maurice Pyatt, Pres. ......6. Pinckneyville 
O. Vi. Teel ss sauna te db we ws < Du Quoin 
Galvin (Gordon, «<< 6 sw a sore i Bs a we Tamaroa 
Meérvin: Smith: « a 6 2 85,3 588 8 « Pinckneyville 
Kent ‘Craig’ sc «6 a hm Re ee SO Coulterville 
George REESE: Ye: i: ie: a ie: i cate fe. 1a Yo) tel @ ter oes: Cutler 
Gene TT. MORRIS «ws ceee oe Fete Du Quoin 
Philip. A. Pyovartt « « kus a & Hoe ee Du Quoin 


Ex-officio Secretary 


SCHOOLS IN PERRY COUNTY 


School Dist. No. 5--Tamaroa Grade 


PEINCIPAl ‘scsasscesesnecss Marjorie Pedtke, Du Bois 
School Dist. 50--Pinckneyville Grade 
Superintendent ...... Hugh Malan, Pinckneyville 
School Dist. 203--Comm. Consolidated : 
Principal vessessvecsss Sentseee Elmer Ervin, Sparta 
School Dist. 204--Comm. Consolidated 
PYINCIPAl c..sese0 Isabelle Masters, Pinckneyville 
School Dist. 205--Comm. Consolidated 
Principal anseees Kathleen Higgerson, Pinckneyville 
School Dist. 207--Comm. Consolidated-Du Quoin 
Superintendent ..........5 Ray C. Todd, Du Quoin 
John B, Ward School ..... William G. Theobald 
McKinley School .....cscceresseceseeee Alene Fox 
LANCOIN* SAHOO], secccsmoeveescwseasiees Ruth Striker 


Sehool Dist. 208--Comm. Consolidated 
PEINCIPAL ssssctacaamccseescscce Adam Fornear, Sesser 


School Dist. 211--Comnit Consolidated 
Principal SaeMeReSeedGonseaceces Amby Draege, Richview 


School Dist. 212--Comm. Consolidated. 
Principal scssessssescncsacn Marie Feik, Pinckneyville 


SCHOOLS (Cond.) 
School Dist. 100--Du Quoin Township High 


Principal .........0. Hewey E. Tweedy, Du Quoin 
School Dist. 101--Pinckneyville Comm. High 

Principal ........ Harley Quillman, Pinckneyville 
School Dist. 102--Tamaroa Comm. High 

PYInCIPal sv.ccscsccccecssevenss W. A. Book, Mt. Vernon 
School Dist. 176--Trico Comm. Unit 

Superintendent ...c..ssecceseee James C.Springs, Ava 

Cutler Grade School ..........0... Gary Burdick 


Willisville Grade School William Spiller 


Sacred Heart Parochial School ......... Du Quoin 
St. Bruno’s Parochial School ......... Pinckneyville 


St. Mary Magdalen Parochial School .... Todds Mill 


CHURCHES 


Residents of Perry County can boast some of the 
most modern church buildings and church teaching 
facilities in southern Illinois. A recent survey by 
Southern Illinois University revealed that 67% of 
the county population has a church affiliation. 
This percentage by far exceeds the national average 
in America. Perry County citizens have a vast 
selection of denominations to choose from. 

The extensive building programs completed or 
currently underway shows a profound interest and 
demand by congregations to upgrade their respec~ 
tive church buildings and give more than token 
offerings. 


PERRY COUNTY 


The County of Perry was created by an Act of the 
Legislature of the State of Illinois, atits fifth session 
held in the State Capitol at Vandalia, beginning Dec- 
ember 4th, 1826 and ending February 19th, 1827; 
the Act being approved January 29th, 1827; by Ninian 
Edwards, Governor, the county being taken from 
parts of Jackson and Randolph Counties. The county 
was named for Commodore Oliver H. Perry, the 
victor in the naval battle between the American and 
English squadrons fought on Lake Erie onthe date of 
December 10th, 1813. 

On February 19th, 1827 Theodore W. Smith, an 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State 
of Illinois, appointed Humphrey B. Jones as Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of the newly created county. In 
accordance with the provisions of the Act creating 
the county, the said Clerk of the Circuit Court called 
and held an election at the Amos Anderson residence, 
now known as the Old Wilks Homestead on the west 
side of Panther Creek. At said election three County 
Commissioners were elected as were Joseph Wells 
for Sheriff and Amos Anderson for Coroner. 

It appears from the first record of Perry County 
officials that John R. Hutchings, David H. Mead and 
Elijah Wells were sworn inas County Commissioners 
June 4th, 1827, and their first official act was to 
appoint Humphrey B. Jones as County Clerk and 
Daniel Dry as County Treasurer. They also divided 
the county into two precincts, separated by Beaucoup 
Creek, naming them Eastern and Western District. 

With the County organization completed, the next 
step was the selection of a site for a County seat, 
and a group of citizens filed a request that the 
County Commissioners appoint three persons to 
select a site, which was done. On October 22nd, 
1827 the .committee, so selected filed its report 
with the County Commissioners recommending a 
site containing 80 acres as the most central and 


. PERRY COUNTY (Cond.) 


best calculated location for the permanent seat of 
justice. Adopting such report, the said Commiss- 
ioners made an order fixing said site as the loca- 
tion of the seat of county government. Joel Manning 
of Jackson, County, William T. Swanwick of Grand 
Cote Prairie (now Swanwick precinct), and Humphrey 
B. Jones were directed to lay out twenty acres 
of said tract into lots, streets and alleys, with a 
public square, and under which order the first or 
original plat of Pinckneyville was executed July 
21st, 1829 and recorded in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk and Recorder. Under the Act of the Legislature 
creating the county it was provided that the county 
be named Perry and the county seat should be named 
Pinckneyville. Pinckneyville was named for Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney who was born in Charleston, 
South Carolina, in 1746. 

The first court house of the county was erected in 
the southeast corner of Lot 32 inthe Original Survey 
of Pinckneyville, now occupied by the First National 
Bank building. The building was completed in Sept- 
ember 1828 and the first term of court was convened 
in said court house on April 10th, 1829. The first 
court house becoming too small and unsuitable, a 


_ second was built and completed in the fall of 1837. 


This court house was used for 12 years until in- 
creasing population made it necessary to erect a 
larger building in 1849 which was completed Dec. 
3rd, 1850. . 
The original foundation of this building was used 
for the new court house built in 1879. The court 
house we now have has all of the appearances of a 
new building but is, in reality, a remodeling and 
enlargement of the building built in 1879. This last 
remodeling and enlargement was completed in 1939. 


COUNTY JAIL 


Todate no accurate data has been found that can 
truly establish the real age of the Perry County Jail 
in Pinckneyville. However it has been established 
beyond a doubt that the jail building is many years 
over one century old. This ancient structure has been 
the scene of many successful escapes. Repair and 
upkeep has reached a point of almost constant 
spending for maintenance. 


PERRY COUNTY TODAY 


In recent years and continuing under the present 
Board of Commissioners many advances have been 
made. One of the major steps has been a series of 
upgrading of salaries of clerical help in the Court 
House. Payroll has been updated to equal other 
counties in the state..Working conditions and hours 
per week have been modified to parallel other 
counties. 

A progressive group of County Commissioners and 
elected officials in the county system has seen the 
finances of the county well spent with much value 
derived from each dollar spent. 


FAIRS 


Perry County boasts two annual fairs; one of the 
oldest agriculture fairs in the state; the other, the 
Kentucky Derby of Harness Racing. ; 

In Pinckneyville the 110th Annual Perry County 
Fair was held this summer. it is the oldest agricul- 
ture fair in the State of Illinois. The six day show 
does not try to compete with stage and screen but 
bends toward home talent and local participation for 
the most part. It’s the place where farmers can dis- 
play their skill driving, their strongest horses, 
where 4-H youth and talented farmers parade their 
best cattle; where greased pigs arecaughtina contest 
and young calfs wrestled to the ground and claimed 
by the boy strong enough to capture the calf. It’s a 
show of needle work, cakes and painting. There are 
pony races and horse shows, all participated in by 
local people. 

Twelve miles from the Pinckneyville Fair is the 
splendor of the Du Quoin State Fair. Here one finds 
the opposite of the Perry County Fair. Want to see 
Red Skelton, Perry Como, Andy Williams, any great 
TV performer? They are there every year. Only the 
best in the entertainment world is brought in for 10 
nights of entertainment that draws patrons from all 
over the United States. 
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THE HAMBLETONIAN 


The elegance of harness racing aristocracy com- 
petes on the Du Quoin Track. There is no higher 
pinnacle than the Hambletonian. It was brought to 
Du Quoin and kept there by the hard work and de- 
termination of Don Hayes, president of the Du Quoin 
Fair. Competition for the “‘Hambo’’ is fierce. The 
size of the purse alone is not sufficient to land the 
coveted harness race meeting. Hayes bid against 
men with millions at their disposal but in the final 
analysis the horse owners, the drivers, the Ham- 
bletonian board agreed and have kept agreeing to 
return to the peaceful beauty of the Du Quoin State. 
Fair. Here gambling is forbidden and the drivers 
and owners love it. It’s the best horse and the best 
driver without the pressures of the Odd’s Board hang- 
ing over them. The physical layout is majestic. 
Horses, trainers, drivers live in quarters that 
envey many beautiful homes. The annual trip to the 
Hambletonian to them is a soothing step away from 
the noise and dirt of metropolitan areas. 


THRESHERMAN SHOW 


Pinckneyville beckons the man of the soil. One 
week before the Du Quoin State Fair the Pinckney- 
ville fairgrounds again becomes a scene of activity. 
This time it is the American Thresherman Associa- 
tion’s annual Power Progress Show or sometimes 
called the ‘‘Thresherman’s Show’’. Now the Merry- 
Go-Round and Ferris wheel give way to steam en- 
gines, threshing machines and other equipment of 
ancient vintage. Wheat is threshed the old fashioned 
way. Tractors of the early 1800’s are on display. 
There are horse shoe pitching contests, tractor pull- 
ing contests and many other forms of old time 
entertainment. The popular show also brings in 
people from many states. 


RAILROADS 


Both Pinckneyville and Du Quoin have excellent 
rail facilities for passenger and freight. The Illinois 
Central and Missouri Pacific both pass through 
Pinckneyville. Many people daily board the train in 
Pinckneyville for a business trip toSt. Louis and are 
able to be back in the evening. Du Quoin is a jumping 
off point for Chicago and other northern points. Both 
towns make use of the coal and manufacturing trans- 
portation facilities available to them through the 
railroads. Tamaroa is served by the same line as 
Du Quoin. Cutler also has a rail system passing 
through. Willisville also has rail accomodations. 
The large number of men employed by the two rail 
systems brings in an appreciated annual payroll to 
communities in Perry County. 

In Pinckneyville an underpass near the fair- 
grounds has been ordered by the State of Illinois. 
In Du Quoin an underpass in the main section of 
town is under study. This improvement is badly 
needed to stop the many man hours lost daily at 
this point by the large number of trains that stop 
at the Main street crossing. Perry County officials 
are working with Du Quoin officials to bring about 
this much needed underpass. 


OTHER TRANSPORTATION 


Besides rail facilities, Perry County is served 
by three major truck lines; Owens Transfer and 
Seifert Truck Line Co. of Du Quoin and Frazer 
Truck Lines in Pinckneyville. There is also an 
airplane landing strip near Pinckneyville for light 
planes. A group of Du Quoin men are at present 
studying the construction of a strip near Du Quoin. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Action is now going on to bring about the creation 
of the Rend Lake Junior College to be located near 
Mt. Vernon and Sesser. If the vote is approved the 
construction and educational facilities that will be 
available will be greatly rewarding to Perry County 
residents plus thousands around Perry County. 


ORPHAN 


Perry County has one distinction it does not like. 
It is the only county for many many miles around 
that does not have one major State or Federal 
building. Perry is surrounded by counties that have 
State or Federal instutions or buildings of some 
nature. Perry County officials point to this and 
hope that Springfield or Washington will some day 
examine the fine facilities available in rail, highways 
and labor and use the county area for a State or 
Federal building. 


SESQUICENTENNIAL 


Perry County will participate in the coming State 
of Illinois Sesquicentennial. Mrs. Jean Ibendahl is 
Promotion Chairman. Representatives from civic, 
church and other groups are working hard toward 
making this a successful venture. A brochere will 
be printed listing county and local officials, church- 
es, fraternal and civic organizations and containing 
a map locating historical and scenic spots in the 
county; conducting tours through the historical 
churches and homes of the county; encouraging 
grade school children to write histories of their 
local communities; and presenting pageants at the 
Perry County Fair, Du Quoin State Fair and Power 
Progress Show. 


HOSPITALS 


Perry County boasts two fine accredited hospitals. 
In Du Quoin there is the Marshall-Browning Hospi- 
tal with 66 beds and an approximate employment of 
120 people. The administrator is Mr. Carl W. Fred- 
ricksen. 

In Pinckneyville there is the Pinckneyville Com- 
munity Hospital with 51 beds and approximately 110 
people employed. Mr. L. Edward Naegeli is the 
administrator. 

Both hospitals are staffed with competent person- 
nel. Large numbers of people from out of Perry 
County are regularly admitted to these two hospi- 
tals. This is a compliment to the fine group of doc- 
tors in the county. 

The two hospitals add an appreciated payroll to 
the area. 

Perry County also has one new nursing home, the 
Fair Acres Nursing Home in Du Quoin. The admin- 
istrator is Mr. Kenneth E. Tritschler. The home is 
one of the most modern in the state. It houses 
accomodations for 74 people. Facilities include 
excellent dining but also therapy rooms, recreation 
and privacy. 


VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS 


Perry County has a strong network of active 
Veteran organizations that came into strength short- 
ly after World War II. Throughout:the county there 
are American Legion Posts,.Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and AM Vets. These groups carry a heavy 
civic responsibility, never shirking in joining or 
leading community betterment programs, scholastic 
drives and financial drives for worthy causes. Their 
members are men who for the most part can be 
found active in other civic drives that reflect the 
character of the Veteran organizations. 
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t 
Left to right, County Clerk Frank W. Keith, secretary of the board, | 
members, Steve Reel, Lloyd Lodge and chairman Glenn R. Martin. 


